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1.0 BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 

This report contains the results of a preliminary surveying analysis of deeds associated with the 
right-of-way for the portion of the Arcata & Mad River Railroad Line (A&M Line) situated 
between Arcata and Blue Lake (Figure 1). 
 
Background 
  
The A&M Line is a branch line of the Northwestern Pacific (NWP) main line, both of which are 
currently owned by the North Coast Railroad Authority (NCRA).  The interchange between the 
two lines is located at Korblex on the north side of Arcata (Milepost 295.2).  The A&M Line 
extends from Korblex eastward to Warren Creek, Glendale, Blue Lake (Milepost 300.8), and 
Korbel (Milepost 301.8).  The study area for this report covers approximately five linear miles of 
the 6.6-mile corridor, from the intersection with West End Road on the north side of Arcata to 
the intersection with Chartin Road on the northwest side of Blue Lake (Figure 2). 
 
The Arcata & Mad River Railroad Company (A&MRR Co.) was incorporated in 1881, and 
embarked on constructing a railroad to connect north Humboldt Bay with the North Fork of the 
Mad River for the transport of freight and passengers.  The A&M Line was acquired by the 
Korbel family in 1882 and trains began operating in 1884.  The Korbels sold all their holdings 
including the A&M Line to the Northern Redwood Lumber Co. in 1903, and Northern Redwood 
sold its holdings to Simpson Redwood Co. (Simpson) in 1956.  The line was used for freight and 
passenger service until 1931 when regularly scheduled passenger service was terminated and 
operations changed to freight only.  Use of the line was heavy during a timber boom in the 
1950s, but declined significantly by the early 1980s.  The line was operated as a common carrier 
and remained a separate business entity as it passed through various ownerships. 
 
Eureka Southern Railroad Co. (Eureka Southern) acquired the NWP main line in 1984, and filed 
for bankruptcy in 1986.  Eureka Southern began negotiating with Simpson in 1986 to acquire the 
A&M Line.  A purchase agreement was signed in September 1988 and a quitclaim was executed 
conveying the lands within the railroad right-of-way from A&MRR Co. to Eureka Southern’s 
bankruptcy trustee.  The NCRA was formed by the state legislature in 1989, and the A&M Line 
right-of-way was conveyed from the bankruptcy trustee to NCRA in 1992.  Trains were operated 
on the line for freight until 1995 when the Warren Creek trestle was determined to be unsafe. 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this analysis was (1) to develop a master list of the deeds that define the right-of-
way for the A&M Line within the study area, and (2) to identify the location and extent of the 
parcels referenced in the deeds.  Deeds, Assessor parcel maps, records of survey, historical maps, 
and other readily available documents were reviewed as part of this work.  The scope of work 
did not include field verification or a chain-of-title search. 
 
This analysis was performed for the Humboldt County Association of Governments (HCAOG) 
and Humboldt County Public Works Department to support planning for a proposed bicycle and 
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pedestrian trail within the railroad corridor.  In August 2008, the NCRA Board of Directors 
passed Resolution No. 2008-11 which provided historical background on the A&M Line and 
expressed a willingness to cooperate with local stakeholders in effectuating multi-modal 
transportation use of the A&M Line until freight rail service is resumed. 
 
The results of this analysis are intended to support legal interpretation of the specific property 
interests (fee simple or easement) conveyed in the respective deeds.  The meaning of the 
terminology used for railroad right-of-way depends on determining the intent expressed within a 
specific deed.  For the purpose of this report, the phrase “right-of-way” is used in a general sense 
to refer to the NCRA’s (and its predecessor’s) interest in the real property within the railroad 
corridor and does not imply any specific type of interest. 
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2.0 RESULTS 

2.1 Deed Inventory 
 
Table 1 lists the deeds identified as part of the right-of-way for the A&M Line within the study 
area.  This list includes the deeds associated with the Minor Railroad which was acquired in 
1948 (discussed below).  Copies of the deeds and supporting documentation are included in 
Attachment 1.  Copies of relevant historical maps are included in Attachment 2, and other 
relevant reference documents are included in Attachment 3.  Table 2 lists records of survey 
which provided data and information to support the mapping.  Table 3 lists other deeds 
associated with the A&MRR Co. that were identified during this study but determined to be 
outside the study area or otherwise not relevant to the analysis. 
 
2.2 Mapping Methodology 
 
Figure 2 depicts a geographic index that was developed to organize the deeds and associated 
maps.  The study area was divided into 26 quarter-quarter sections (which each occupy 40 acres) 
based on the Public Land Survey System, and index numbers were assigned ranging from [1] to 
[26].  Index area [1] is located at the west endpoint where the A&M Line intersects West End 
Road, immediately north of Korblex.  Index area [26] is located where the line enters the west 
side of the City of Blue Lake immediately after crossing under Highway 299.  Index areas [12] 
through [15] include the bridge over the Mad River at Glendale and the associated bridge 
approaches. 
 
Figure 3 identifies the deeds associated with each index area. 
 
Figures 4a through 4e depict the spatial extent of the right-of-way.  These figures were 
developed based on legal descriptions in deeds, recorded surveys, recorded parcel and 
subdivision maps, unrecorded survey maps, and Assessor parcel maps.  Spatial data and 
information from these sources were positioned on State Plane Coordinates (NAD 83, California 
Zone 1).  Section locations were based on information recorded by Caltrans in 1962 (Book 21 of 
Surveys, Pages 70 & 71) and a 1961 survey for the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 
(Book 19 of Surveys, Pages 35 & 80).  Due to the history of deed acquisition (described in 
Section 2.3), some right-of-way segments overlap, and the more recent deeds typically reflect the 
extent of the current rail corridor.  In some cases the underlying right-of-way segments are not 
shown if they are superseded by more recent deeds. 
 
2.3 History of Deed Acquisition 
 
Land patents within the study area were conveyed from the federal government to private (non-
railroad) owners between 1855 and 1881.  Figure 5 depicts the recipients of the patents for each 
quarter-quarter section based on information from the online Bureau of Land Management 
database (http://www.glorecords.blm.gov).   
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The deeds listed on Table 1 were grouped into six categories based on history of acquisition and 
geographic location: 
 

(1) Initial Line Formation (1881) - Korblex to Warren Creek 
(2) Line Extension (1883) - Warren Creek to Korbel 
(3) Post-1883 Line Adjustments – Korblex to Warren Creek 
(4) Post-1883 Line Adjustments – Warren Creek to Blue Lake 
(5) Minor Railroad Acquisition (1948) 
(6) Post-World War II Acquisitions and Transactions 

 
The first phase of right-of-way acquisition for the A&M Line occurred in 1881, from Korblex to 
Warren Creek, to provide rail connection to the lumber mill at Warren Creek owned by Isaac 
Minor and Isaac Cullberg.  The first deed for the A&M Line was acquired on July 2, 1881, from 
John Warren by Arcata Transportation Company, predecessor of the A&MRR Co.  A&MRR Co. 
incorporated on July 29, 1881, and was the grantee for all subsequent deeds.  The second phase 
of right-of-way acquisition occurred in 1883, from Warren Creek to Korbel, to provide rail 
conection to the lumber mill at Korbel.  Additional deeds were acquired along the line over time 
for various purposes. 
 
A significant addition occurred in 1948 when A&MRR Co. acquired the deeds from the Minor 
Railroad which ran parallel to the A&M Line between Korblex and Warren Creek.  The Minor 
Railroad intersected with the NWP line at Minor’s Junction in [3] and diverged south from the 
A&M line in [9].  Index area [9] includes the intersection of two railroads (the original A&M 
Line which extended easterly along the Mad River and the Minor Railroad which extended 
southeasterly along Warren Creek) and two county roads (West End Road and Warren Creek 
Road). 
 
A survey was performed in 1881 by F.E. Herrick for the A&M Line situated within index areas 
[1] through [9], and several deeds from 1881 make reference to this survey.  The field book from 
this survey is on file at the Humboldt County Surveyors Office.  A map of the survey was not 
located. 
 
A map depicting the A&M Line and associated property was prepared by Belcher in 1903, likely 
associated with the sale of the A&M Line from the Korbel family to Northern Redwood Lumber 
Co.  The map references a title abstract volume that presumably contained information on the 
right-of-way parcels, however this volume was not located. Annotations on the map appear to 
have been added after 1912. 
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2.4 Annotated Timeline of Major Events 
 

Year Event Index 
1855 - 1881 Land patents conveyed from federal government to 

private (non-railroad) owners within the study area 
[1] – [26] 

July 2, 1881 First deed for A&M Line acquired by Arcata 
Transportation Co. 

[7] – [9] 

1881 First phase of deed acquisition by A&MRR Co., from 
Korblex (Dolly Varden Mill) to Warren Creek (Isaac 
Minor’s Mill). 

[1] – [9] 

December 29, 1881 A&MRR Co. acquired assets of Arcata Transportation 
Co. (4 Deeds 597) 

- 

1882 A&MRR Co. purchased by Korbel family - 

1883 Second phase of deed acquisition by A&MRR Co., from 
Warren Creek to Korbel. 

[9] – [26] 

1896 Eureka & Klamath River Railroad (owned by John 
Vance) acquired deeds to relocate its railroad from the 
north bank of the Mad River to the south bank at “Minor 
Junction” and ran parallel to the A&M Line between [1] 
and [3]. 

[1] - [3] 

1903 Northern Redwood Lumber Co. purchased A&MRR Co. 
and the mill in Korbel. 

- 

1911-1913 Deeds acquired by Minor Railroad (Warren Creek 
Railroad) for line situated parallel and north of A&M 
Line from [3] though [9] to build a railroad leading to 
Minor’s Granite Quarry. 

[3] – [9] 

1914 Bridge activity, new deeds from Vance and Wood to 
improve the approach curve. 

[12] – [13]

1948 Minor Railroad (Warren Creek Railroad) conveyed to 
A&MRR Co. by George C. Minor and Isaac S. Minor 
(Isaac Minor’s sons) 

[4] – [9] 

1956 A&MRR Co. acquired by Simpson Timber Co.  

1988 A&MRR Co. acquired by Eureka Southern Railroad Co.; 
right-of-way quitclaimed to bankruptcy trustee Jerry 
Gregg (Book 1895 O.R., Page 1149) 

 

1992 Quitclaim from bankruptcy trustee Jerry Gregg to NCRA 
(1992-9029-3) 
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2.5 Detailed Discussion 
 
Index Area 1 
 
In 1881, A&MRR Co. acquired a 20-foot-wide right-of-way (“strip of land”) from W.J. and 
Catherine Falor (3 Deeds 694) at Korblex.  The deed describes the physical location as “where 
the track and roadbed of said railroad company is now located and graded.”  This strip can be 
spatially located based on multiple records of survey filed over the years.  The right-of-way 
extends for a length of 1,320 feet and intersects West End Road. 
 
The A&M Line right-of-way is adjacent to a 20-foot-wide right-of-way associated with the NWP 
main line, which is also currently owned by NCRA.  The history for this NWP segment goes 
back to 1896, when John Vance re-organized his Mad River Railroad into the Eureka & Klamath 
Railroad and acquired right-of-way on the east side of the A&M Line at the Korblex interchange.  
In 1900, A.B. Hammond bought Vance’s mill in Samoa and Eureka & Klamath line.  In 1903, 
Hammond formed an agreement with Southern Pacific to form the Oregon & Eureka line, which 
included the segment near Korblex.  In 1907, Southern Pacific and Sante Fe railroads merged 
and this segment was included in the newly formed NWP Railroad.  The ownership history of 
this main line segment is detailed in the Right of Way and Track Map (V-4, sheet 13; circa 1956) 
(Attachment 2).  Historically, the adjacent NWP segment ran along the east side of the A&M 
Line until the A&M Line turned east, at which point the NWP line crossed the A&M Line before 
turning east and then crossing over to the north bank of the Mad River where it connected with 
Vance’s original line extending from Mad River Slough to Essex. 
 
Index Areas 2 and 3 
 
In 1881, A&MRR Co. acquired a 20-foot-wide right-of-way (“strip of land”) from George Tilley 
(4 Deeds 595).  The location of the parcel is described as the course “where the rail road … is 
now located and graded” between specified end points.  The southwest endpoint is a continuation 
of the line coming in from [1], which is well-located on multiple surveys.  The east endpoint is 
depicted on a record of survey (33 RS 56) prepared in 1976.  Currently the parcel is situated 
between Wes Green Landscaping and Highway 299. 
 
In 1968, a small triangle-shaped parcel was acquired from Kuntz (962 OR 484), apparently to 
support the transition to the north end of the NWP line in [1]. 
 
Index Area 4 
 
By 1881, the A&M Line was constructed within [4] across property owned by John Vance.  The 
right-of-way history must be inferred from supporting documentation as no deed of record from 
1881 was located.  The Daily Humboldt Times on December 20, 1881 (Attachment 3) reported 
that the A&MRR Co. won a court decision for railroad right-of-way against Vance.  Vance 
owned redwood timber and railroad assets along the Mad River near Essex and may have been 
trying to block A&MRR Co. and Isaac Minor from entering competition on Warren Creek.  
Court judgments involving real property normally result in the filing of a deed, but no such deed 
from the 1880’s was located for this parcel.  The legal case is referenced in the plaintiff’s general 
index (on microfilm reel at the Humboldt County Courthouse) as case #225, however the 
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physical files for this case were apparently missing from the archives in 1956 when the cases 
were retrieved in preparation for microfilming (Attachment 3). 
 
From 1911 through 1913, Minor’s Railroad acquired right-of-way on the north side of the A&M 
Line.  Deeds for five parcels situated between [4] and [9] are contained in 28 O.R. Page 328.  
Minor’s Railroad was separate from the A&M Line until 1948 when it was acquired by A&MRR 
Co.  The deed for the parcel conveyed from Louis Carlson to Isaac Minor in 1912 over [4] and 
[5] references the parcel’s location relative to the position of the A&M Line (“All that land 
necessary for a railroad right of way lying between Mad River and the Arcata and Mad River 
Railroad”). 
 
Index Area 5 
 
By 1881, the A&M Line was constructed within [5] across property owned by A.M. Preston.  
The right-of-way history must be inferred from supporting documentation as no deed of record 
from 1881 was located.  A.M. Preston had substantial land holdings in this particular area, 
including property leased to Minor and Cullberg for their mill at Warren Creek.  In 1895, 
Preston’s widow, Sarah Jane Anger, and her new husband Amos Anger granted A&MRR Co. a 
deed (56 Deeds 42) for a 60-foot-wide right-of-way (“strip of land”) across [5] that begins and 
ends on the existing tracks.  This right-of-way does not span the full extent of [5]. 
 
In 1912, Carlson granted A&MRR Co. a deed (120 Deeds 153) for a 60-foot-wide right-of-way 
(“strip of land”) starting on the center of the existing line at its intersection with the north line of 
[5] through to the east line of [5].  This right-of-way spans the full extent of [5]. 
 
Index Area 6 
 
In 1881, A&MRR Co. acquired a 10-foot-wide right-of-way (“right-of-way for a railroad”) from 
George and Bertina Webster (4 Deeds 349) for a parcel that included a trestle (the Webster 
Trestle).  Webster reserved certain privileges such as cultivating and fencing between the pilings 
under the trestle.  The right-of-way (“right-of-way for a railroad”) was expanded to a width of 30 
feet in 1888 through a separate deed (25 Deeds 218).  This deed included a provision whereby 
A&MRR Co. could relocate the line further south in the event of slides, suggesting that a 
landslide in the mid-1880s may have necessitated track realignment. 
 
The 1888 deed from Webster specifies for the line to be as near as practicable to the south side of 
the county road.  The 1898 County Map by Lentell (Attachment 2) depicts the road to the north 
of the A&M Line.  The county road was apparently moved south of the railroad sometime 
between 1911 and 1921, perhaps to make way for Isaac Minor’s railroad to be constructed north 
of the A&M Line. 
 
Index Area 7, 8, 9, and 10 
 
In 1881, the Arcata Transportation Company (predecessor of A&MRR Co.) acquired a 20-foot-
wide right-of-way (“lot of land”) from John Warren (3 Deeds 319) across [7], [8], and [9].  The 
purpose of this deed was to extend the railroad to the lumber mill at Warren Creek which is 
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situated within [9].  This strip of land is located on the north side of the county road (West End 
Road).  The description references the course surveyed by Herrick for the railroad. 
  
In 1883, a 33-foot-wide right-of-way (“lot or piece of land”) was acquired from John Warren (8 
Deeds 444) starting in [9] and extending to the east side of [10], to support extension of the line 
toward Korbel. 
 
In 1907, a 33-foot-wide right-of-way (“lot, piece, or parcel of land”) was acquired (100 Deeds 
101) from Elizabeth Warren (John Warren’s widow) over the eastern portion of [9] and 
extending through [10].  A new deed (115 Deeds 361) was prepared in 1911 for a 33-foot-wide 
“strip of land” to correct errors contained in the 1907 deed.  Both deeds include precise metes 
and bounds to describe the location of the line.  These deeds may have been acquired for 
realignment associated with the large wooden trestle present within this area. 115 Deeds 361 
represents the location of the current corridor though the east half of [9] and all of [10] and is the 
deed depicted on Figure 4.  
 
In 1917, right-of-way (“real property”) was acquired within [7] through an acquisition from 
Gustav Johnson (137 Deeds 384).  The legal description in the deed is based on surveyed metes 
and bounds and the width is irregular.  This parcel is situated near Water District Park 1. 
 
Index Areas 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 (Bridge over Mad River near Glendale) 
 
In 1883, a 33-foot-wide right-of-way (“right of way”) was acquired from John Vance (8 Deeds 
433) extending across [11], [12], and [14].  The deed contains multiple parcels, including a linear 
strip that crosses Warren Creek Road and discontinuous segments on each side of the bridge over 
the Mad River at Glendale.  The deed is based on a defined centerline described with metes and 
bounds.  This deed is not depicted on Figure 4 in favor of newer title acquired as discussed 
below. 
 
In 1883, right-of-way (“right of way upon and over which to construct and operate a railroad”) 
was established across [13] and [15] on land owned by William and Elizabeth Murphy through a 
court determination, which was not recorded until 1914 (126 Deeds 303).  The right-of-way 
contains parcels separated by the Mad River. 
 
In 1911, Vance Redwood Lumber Company granted a deed (115 Deeds 184) for a right-of-way 
(“strip of land”) of varying width across [11] and [12] that allowed a slight re-alignment of the 
line.  A 1911 record of survey (5 RS 55) by Herrick shows the exact location of this parcel.  This 
became the used corridor over this land rather than the 1883 r/w. 
 
In 1914, right-of-way (“lots, pieces, or parcels of land”) was acquired from Lettie Waggoner 
(125 Deeds 451) for a small, irregular shaped parcel on the north side of the Mad River bridge at 
Glendale within [12] and [14]. 
 
In 1914, right-of-way (“lots, pieces, or parcels of land” and “right of way”) was acquired from 
David Wood & Wife (126 Deeds 327) at the southwest side of the Glendale Bridge to expand the 
original right-of-way and accommodate re-alignment of the line.  This right-of-way segment has 
variable widths defined by a centerline.  A few months later in 1914, right-of-way was acquired 
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from David and Minnie Wood (128 Deeds 451) for a parcel adjacent to the previously acquired 
right-of-way segment, situated between this segment and the section line to the north. 
 
Index Areas 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25 
 
In 1883, a long segment of the A&M Line between Glendale and Blue Lake was acquired from 
A. Norton (8 Deeds 699).  The deed specifies “a right of way for the purpose of a railroad to be 
operated by locomotion being a strip of land twenty five feet wide,” located “on or as near as 
practicable the line as now surveyed for a rail road.”  The right-of-way spans Norton’s property 
extending from the land of William Murphy on the west to the land of William Scott on the east.  
Segments of the right-of-way are depicted on Assessor parcel maps with assigned parcel 
numbers. 
 
In 1926, a 12-foot-wide right-of-way (“strip of land”) was acquired from Lucy and Peter 
Swanson (175 Deeds 455) adjacent to the existing line for a length of 720 feet within [16] and 
[17]. 
 
A portion of the line within [23], [24], [25], and [26] was re-aligned in 1964 to accommodate a 
new interchange on Highway 299.  The State of California conveyed real property to A&MRR 
Co. (788 Official Records 129), and A&MRR Co. relinquished the portion of 8 Deeds 699 that it 
no longer needed to the State in return (779 OR 507). 
 
Index Area 19 
 
In 1906, A&MRR Co. executed right-of-way exchanges with William Kern (96 Deeds 4) and 
George Lugenbeel (96 Deeds 5) for two segments where the line was constructed on a wooden 
trestle.  Kern and Lugenbeel each provided right-of-way (“a Right of Way twenty-five feet in 
width for a Railroad”) to A&MRR Co. in exchange for the former right-of-way.  A new trestle 
was constructed at that time and pilings from the old trestle were removed.  The wooden trestle 
remains in existence and is aligned approximately parallel with Glendale Drive. 
 
Index Area 21 
 
In 1883, a 30-foot-wide right-of-way (“lot, piece, or parcel of land”) was acquired from G.A. 
Stewart (8 Deeds 697) for the one segment between [16] and [25] not owned at the time by A. 
Norton.  The right-of-way is located “as near as practicable where the survey for a railroad” 
made by A&MRR Co. runs. 
 
Index Area 26 
 
In 1883, a 30-foot-wide right-of-way (“strip of land” and “a grant for a right of way for a 
railroad”) was acquired from C. Chartin (8 Deeds 693), spanning Chartin’s property from A. 
Norton’s ranch on the northwest to McCahan’s ranch on the southeast.  The right-of-way is 
located “on or as near as practicable the present line of survey as now located” by A&MRR Co. 
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3.0 NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 

• The right-of-way for the A&M Line is defined by over 30 deeds which were acquired over a 
span of almost 90 years.  This collection of deeds reflects varying standards and customs for 
describing the location of the real property and the grantee’s interest in the property.  Earlier 
deeds relied on geographic references and were commonly developed after the line was 
constructed.  Several early deeds describe the right-of-way as a strip of land with a defined 
width passing from one end of an owner’s property to an opposite end, “on or as near as 
practicable the line as now surveyed for a railroad” by F.E. Herrick or the A&MRR Co.  
Later deeds were based on modern surveying standards with more precise geometric 
information (including metes and bounds and points of beginning). 

 
• A variety of terms are used within the collection of deeds to describe property interest.  

Examples include: “strip of land”; “right of way for a railroad”; “right of way for the purpose 
of a railroad”; “lot of land”; “right of way”; and “lot, piece, or parcel of land.” 

 
• Two railroad lines, the A&M Line and the Minor Railroad, existed as separate and parallel 

lines starting in 1913 between [4] and [9].  The Minor Railroad was constructed on the north 
side of the A&M Line towards the Mad River and a significant portion was apparently 
constructed on pilings driven into the river bed.  The Minor Railroad was constructed to 
reach a quarry located in the Warren Creek watershed, and was primarily active between 
1913 and 1917.  The Minor Railroad was acquired by A&MRR Co. in 1948.  The 
preliminary analysis performed for this report did not determine whether trackage from the 
A&M Line was re-located onto any portion of the former Minor Railroad right-of-way after it 
was acquired by A&MRR Co. in 1948. 

 
• Right-of-way was established by court determinations in two instances, involving Vance in 

1881 ([4]) and Murphy in 1883 ([13] and [15]).  The deed from the determination with 
Murphy was recorded in 1914, but a deed document was not located for the determination 
with Vance.  Right-of-way within [4] can be inferred from other documents. 

 
• The railroad was constructed in 1881 in [5] across property owned by Preston without deeded 

right-of-way.  Deeded right-of-way within [5] was established in 1895 and 1912. 
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Description of 
Date of BOE Associated Property Interest

Index Instrument Agreement Grantor Grantee Width Reference APN in Deed Comments

1 Book 3 Deeds, Page 694 9/24/1881 W.J. & Catherine Falor A&MRR Co. 20 ft Map 803-12-12
Parcel 5

507-251-008
507-251-009 "strip of land"

2,3 Book 4 Deeds, Page 595 11/28/1881 George H. Tilley A&MRR Co. 20 ft Map 803-12-12
Parcel 5 and 6

507-382-002
507-382-008 "strip of land"

4 [John Vance] A&MRR Co. Court decision for right-of-way in favor of A&MRR Co. in 1881, but 
deed was not recorded and court record is missing.

5 [A.M. Preston] Line was constructed across Preston's property in 1881 without a 
deed.  Deeds acquired in 1895 and 1912.

6 Book 4 Deeds, Page 349 11/29/1881 George and Bertina 
Webster A&MRR Co. 10 ft Map 803-12-12

Parcel 7 504-201-004 "right of way for a railroad"

7,8,9 Book 3 Deeds, Page 319 7/2/1881 John P. Warren
Arcata 

Transportation 
Company

20 ft N/A
516-271-002
516-261-045
516-352-001

"lot of land"

- Book 4 Deeds, Page Page 597 1/18/1882 Arcata Transportation 
Company A&MRR Co. Change in ownership

9,10 Book 8 Deeds, Page 444 4/30/1883 John P. Warren A&MRR Co. 33 ft Map 803-12-13
Parcel 1

516-271-002
516-261-045
516-352-001

"lot or piece of land"

11,12,14 Book 8 Deeds, Page 433 4/26/1883 John Vance A&MRR Co. 33 ft Map 803-12-13A
Parcel 1 and 2 516-251-006 "right of way"

13,15 Book 126 Deeds, Page 303 6/6/1883 William Murphy and 
Elizabeth J. Murphy A&MRR Co.

33 ft and 
wider in 
defined 
spots

N/A unknown
"right of way upon and over 
which to construct and 
operate a railroad"

Superior Court determination recorded in 1914.

16,17,18, 
19,20,22, 
23,24,25

Book 8 Deeds, Page 699 5/31/1883 A. Norton A&MRR Co. 25 ft Map 803-12-14B
Parcels 1 and 3

516-101-005
516-111-003
516-151-007
516-121-047
516-131-007
516-141-009
312-082-013
312-082-007
312-091-006
312-101-013
312-101-012

"a right of way for the 
purpose of a railroad to be 
operated by locomotion"

21 Book 8 Deeds, Page 697 5/31/1883 G.A. Stewart A&MRR Co. 30 ft Map 803-12-14B
Parcel 2 312-082-013 "lot, piece, or parcel of land"

26 Book 8 Deeds, Page 693 5/31/1883 C. Chartin A&MRR Co. 30 ft
Map 803-12-14B

Parcel 6
(not shown on 

map)

312-111-008
025-121-011
025-132-004
(more outside 

study area)

"strip of land" and "a grant 
for a right of way for a 
railroad"

6 Book 25 Deeds, Page 218 2/3/1888 George and Bertina 
Webster A&MRR Co. 30 ft Map 803-12-12

Parcel 7 504-201-004 "right of way for a railroad"

5 Book 56 Deeds, Page 42 12/3/1895 Sarah Jane and H.W. 
Anger A&MRR Co. 60 ft Map 803-12-12

Parcel 7 504-201-003 "strip of land"

9,10 Book 100 Deeds, Page 101 5/27/1907 Elizabeth K. Warren A&MRR Co. 33 ft N/A 516-352-001 "lot, piece, or parcel of land"

9,10 Book 115 Deeds, Page 361 9/11/1911 Elizabeth K. Warren A&MRR Co. 33 ft Map 803-12-13
Parcel 1

516-261-045
516-352-001 "strip of land"

5 Book 120 Deeds, Page 153 10/24/1912 Louis Carlson A&MRR Co. 60 ft Map 803-12-12
Parcel 7 504-201-003 "strip of land"

7 Book 137 Deeds, Page 384 5/15/1917 Gustav Johnson A&MRR Co. surveyed Map 803-12-12
Parcel 7 516-271-002 "real property"

Post-1883 Line Adjustments - Korblex to Warren Creek

Line Extension (1883) - Warren Creek to Korbel

Initial Line Formation (1881) - Korblex to Warren Creek

TABLE 1

Deed Inventory
Arcata & Mad River Railroad Line

Arcata to Blue Lake

A&M tables 1-28-2014.xls Page 1 of 2



Description of 
Date of BOE Associated Property Interest

Index Instrument Agreement Grantor Grantee Width Reference APN in Deed Comments

TABLE 1

Deed Inventory
Arcata & Mad River Railroad Line

Arcata to Blue Lake

19 Book 96 Deeds, Page 5 6/8/1906 George W. Lugenbeel A&MRR Co. 25 ft N/A 516-131-007 "right of way for a railroad"

19 Book 96 Deeds, Page 4 6/8/1906 William Kern A&MRR Co. 25 ft N/A 516-131-007 "right of way for a railroad"

11,12 Book 115 Deeds, Page 184 6/19/1911 Vance Redwood 
Lumber Company A&MRR Co. 33 ft / 

surveyed N/A 516-251-006 "strip of land"

13 Book 126 Deeds, Page 327 4/30/1914 David Wood & Wife A&MRR Co. variable Map 803-12-13A
Parcel 1

516-241-026
516-241-002

"lots, pieces, or parcels of 
land" and "right of way"

13 Book 128 Deeds, Page 451 12/12/1914 David and Minnie 
Wood A&MRR Co. surveyed Map 803-12-13A

Parcel 1
516-241-026
516-241-002 "lot, piece, or parcel of land"

12,14 Book 125 Deeds, Page 451 6/15/1914 Lettie Waggoner A&MRR Co. surveyed N/A 504-131-005 "lots, pieces, or parcels of 
land"

16,17 Book 175 Deeds, Page 455 6/2/1926 Lucy J. Swanson and 
Peter Swanson A&MRR Co. 12 ft Map 803-12-13B

Parcel 2 516-101-005 "strip of land"

Book 28 O.R., Page 328 1/16/1948 George C. Minor and 
Isaac S. Minor A&MRR Co. Map 803-12-12

Parcel 7

504-201-002
504-201-003
504-201-004
516-271-002

28 O.R. 328 references five parcels

4,5           -- 120 Deeds Page 58 "strip of land" - Parcel 1: Louis Carlson to Isaac Minor 1912.
6           -- 120 Deeds 291 "right of way for railroad" - Parcel 2: George Burchard to Isaac Minor 1911.

6           -- 122 Deeds 357 "parcel of land"
 - Parcel 3: George Burchard to Isaac Minor 1913.
- Located north of original A&M Line right-of-way and south of the 
north line of 120 Deeds 291.

7           -- 115 Deeds Page 356 "strip of land" - Parcel 4: Gustavus Johnson to Isaac Minor 1911.
- Located along south side of original A&M Line right-of-way.

8, 9          -- strip of land "strip of land"
 Parcel 5:
- Situated within triangle between Minor line and county roads
- Current status undetermined

23,24,25, 
26 Book 788 O.R., Page 129 5/14/1964 State of California A&MRR Co. variable Map 803-12-14B

312-091-006
312-101-012
312-101-013

Associated with Hwy 299 re-alignment.

23,24,25, 
26 Book 779 O.R., Page 507 3/18/1964 A&MRR Co. State of California variable Map 803-12-14B A segment of 8 Deeds 699 relinquished to the State

2 962 O.R., Page 484 5/11/1968 Kuntz A&MRR Co. surveyed Map 803-12-12B
Parcel 4 507-381-003

small triangular parcel on the south line of [2] for a spur off of the 
main line into AMMRC owned property in [1] (Parcel 1 shown on 
Book 11 of Parcel Maps, Page 64)

- Book 1895 O.R., Page 1149 12/14/1988 Arcata & Mad River 
Railroad Co.

Jerry E. Gregg, 
bankruptcy trustee Change in ownership

- 1992-9029-3 (quitclaim deed)
1992-9030-7 (bill of sale) 4/2/1992 Jerry E. Gregg, 

bankruptcy trustee NCRA Change in ownership

Key: A&MRR Co. = Arcata & Mad River Railroad Company
APN = Assessor Parcel Map
BOE = Board of Equalization
TBD = To Be Determined

Post-World War II Acquisitions and Transactions

Post-1883 Line Adjustments - Warren Creek to Blue Lake

Minor Railroad Acquisition (1948)

A&M tables 1-28-2014.xls Page 2 of 2



Index Map Date Surveyor Lands of Details
[3]-[15] 21 rs 70 5/1/1962 RCE 11210 Division of Highways CA State Plane coords (NAD27/ft.) on many corners, 

used this as a framework to position the other surveys 
on the ground for this project.

[16]-[26] 21 rs 71 5/1/1962 RCE 11210 Division of Highways CA State Plane coords (NAD27/ft.) on many corners, 
used this as a framework to position the other surveys 
on the ground for this project.

[4]-[9] 19 rs 34 4/1/1961 Ilmars Lagzdins HBMWD Section 15 breakdown (superseded by 19 rs 80)
[4]-[9] 19 rs 80 8/1/1961 Ilmars Lagzdins HBMWD Section 15 breakdown (supersedes 19 rs 34), aligned 

to survey for Div. of Highways to aid in the positioning 
of other surveys

[10]-[15] 19 rs 35 4/1/1961 Ilmars Lagzdins HBMWD Section 14 breakdown, aligned to survey for Div. of 
Highways to aid in the positioning of other surveys

[1] 23 pm 26-27 2/1/1988 Walter B. Sweet Robert E. Thomas locates property adjacent to west line of corridor
[1] 11 pm 64 3/1/1978 Winzler & Kelly AMMRC subdivision of RR owned parcel adjacent to NWP and 

AMR corridor
[1] 21pm 15-16 6/1/1985 Walter B. Sweet Joe Costa Trucking subdivision of parcel west of and adjacent to NWP 

and AMR corridor
[1] 12 pm 99-100 12/1/1978 Walter B. Sweet Redwood Empire Builders subdivision of parcel west of and adjacent to NWP 

and AMR corridor
[1] 6 pm 99 5/1/1976 Winzler & Kelly AMMRC subdivision of RR owned parcel west of and adjacent 

to NWP and AMR corridor
[1] 15 rs 88 5/1/1957 Ilmars Lagzdins Frank & Maria Toste survey of Toste's small parcel in the north portion of 

AMRRC's larger parcel surrounding the AMR corridor

[1] 15 rs 70 3/1/1957 Ilmars Lagzdins Frank & Maria Toste survey of Toste's small parcel west of and adjacent to 
NWP & AMR corridor

[1] - [3] 22 rs 11-10 4/1/1961 Hugh E. Kelly HBMWD pipeline easement survey that also makes references 
and occasional dimensions to NWP and AMR tracks

[3] 33 rs 56 8/1/1976 Oscar Larson Max Fletcher has some positional information regarding RR r/w, 
highly interpretive

[4] 19 rs 50 6/1/1961 Ilmars Lagzdins HBMWD has some positional information at west boundary of 
[4]

[4] 14 rs 127 8/1/1955 Hugh E. Kelly Oscar Olson "" and also ~150 easterly
[5] 52 rs 126 12/1/1991 Winzler & Kelly HBMWD correlated to 120 deeds 153, W&K determined it's a 

fit, new monuments set along north side of corridor

[5] 30 rs 128 9/1/1974 Winzler & Kelly Glenn Shook interesting map also pictorially shows minor rr on copy 
of unrecorded map by Dolf for Silvistrini, 11/22/1962

[6] - [7] 10 pm 64 7/1/1977 Hugh E. Kelly Naill & Latner pictorially shows amr
[6] 19 rs 88 9/1/1961 Whipple? LS2562 Lee J. Rice pictorially shows amr
[7] 47 rs 77 10/1/1987 Omsberg & Co. Carrico & Van Arensbergen pictorially shows amr and a monument from lagzdins 

survey 19 rs 80
[8] - [9] 20 rs 30 4/1/1962 Ilmars Lagzdins HBMWD pictorially shows amr, possibly locates north line at 

west wdge of [8]
[8] - [9] 19 rs 67 6/1/1961 Ilmars Lagzdins HBMWD pictorially shows amr, possibly locates north line at 

west wdge of [8]
[8] 19 rs 79 8/1/1961 Ilmars Lagzdins HBMWD pictorially shows amr, refers to 19 rs 67

[9] - [12], [14] 5 rs 55 6/19/1911 Frank E. Herrick shows amrrc ownership of east 220' of [3] north of the 
county road, also maps out deed courses from 115 
Deeds 184 over [9] - [12]. Contains a course table by 
Herrick of the line that extends beyond the limits of 
115 D 184. This course table may be a subset of a 
larger course table.

[9] - [10] 2 pm 23 9/1/1972 Griffith & Associates Joann Stipek pictorially shows amr, also locates Warren Ck RR spur 
via 23 rs 138

[9] 23 rs 138 5/1/1967 Hugh E. Kelly Elton Willy pictorially shows amr, also locates Warren Ck RR spur

[9] 3 rm 131 5/19/1886 Frank E. Herrick Hum. Co.? survey for the continuation of the "Mahan County 
Road" (modern day West End Road from the Warren 
Creek Road intersection and continuing SE). This map 
shows the Warren Creek Mill in 1886 and the RR 
spur's approx location (These would have been the 
end of the line in 1881, before the 1883 extension to 
Korbel was made. That junction would be a little 
farther north than this map shows).

[10] 2 pm 148 8/1/1973 Griffith & Associates Mike Barnes locates CL of amr tracks, east edge of [10] headed 
westerly

[10] 2 pm 146 7/1/1973 Griffith & Associates Ken Scott subset of 2 pm 148
[10] 13 pm 65 2/1/1979 Walter B. Sweet Michael D. Barnes pictorially shows amr, refers to 2 pm 148

TABLE 2

Records of Survey
Arcata & Mad River Railroad Line

Arcata to Blue Lake
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TABLE 2

Records of Survey
Arcata & Mad River Railroad Line

Arcata to Blue Lake

[13] 22 rs 85 3/1/1966 Hugh E. Kelly Earle T. Johnson survey of parcels south of AMR corridor (no ties to 
corridor), reference to unrecorded survey by Brizard, 
11/2/1953. also refers to pipe by Herrick.

[13],[15] 12 rs 15 1/6/1949 Alex Brizard L.A. Launer South line S14
[16] 63 rs 3 6/1/2004 Kelly-O'Hern Charles & Rebecca Aalfs locates property around and adjacent to amr corridor, 

refers to 46 rs 131-132
[16] 43 rs 60 11/1/1984 Hugh E. Kelly Big Oil & Tire Co. based on unrecorded Dolf survey in 1948 for Mrs. 

Williams, the original subdivision of the parcels on this 
map. Dolf states it is basically a retracement of a 1941 
F.E. Kelly survey. Gives position of amr centerline and 
bearing

[16] 28 rs 80 1/1/1972 Hugh E. Kelly Bonny Stud Inc. locates property adjacent to south line of amr corridor

[16] 27 rs 55 3/1/1966 Hugh E. Kelly Bonny Studs Corp. & L. 
Larson

locates property adjacent to north line of amr corridor, 
refers to unrecorded Dolf surveys

[16] 1 ur 571 7/1/1954 Dewey Dolf William Roberts unrecorded survey, has 2 dimensions to north line of 
amr corridor. Many lots in this area are dependant on 
Dolf unrecorded surveys

[16] - [17] 46 rs 131-132 11/1/1986 Richard B. Stipovich Blue Lake Manufacturing Co. great physical survey location of amr corridor in 1986

[16] - [17] 65 rs 34 9/1/2007 Kelly-O'Hern Blue Lake Forest Products locates property adjacent to north line of amr corridor, 
refers to 63 rs 72 note C

[17] 63 rs 72 12/1/2004 Kelly-O'Hern Blue Lake Forest Products locates property adjacent to south line of amr corridor, 
refers to 43 rs 60, mentions 50 or 152

[16] 5 rs 53 3/2/1911 Frank E. Herrick Lucy Swanson & AMMRC some old, possibly traceable references on this map 
for the location of the tracks in early 1911

[17] 11 rs 176 7/9/1948 S.B. Roscoe A.L. Swanson monuments set along north line of amr corridor
[17] - [20] 39 rs 11-13 10/1/1980 Richard B. Stipovich Blue Chip Milling & Cal-Pacific 

Mfg. Co.
many physical references to the tracks, control points 
set on centerline of tracks in some places. Complete 
with dimensions. A good snapshot of the physical 
location in 1980

[17] - [18] 39 rs 13 10/1/1980 Richard B. Stipovich Blue Chip Milling & Cal-Pacific 
Mfg. Co.

(see 39 rs 11-13 above)

[17] 62 rs 94-95 12/1/2003 Kelly-O'Hern Blue Lake Forest Products pictorially shows amr, but simply has a deed reference 
to 8 Deeds 699

[17] 54 rs 16 4/1/1993 Ken Omsberg B.L. Forest Prod. & 
Reservation Ranch

Eureka Southern corridor shown with 2 survey 
monuments found from previous surveys which 
appear to be on the corridor lines (43 rs 60 & 39 rs 11-
13)

[17]-[18] 12 rs 128 12/1/1951 A.B. Bones Almonzo Swanson Notes on Herrick corners
[18] 21 rs 42 5/1/1963 Allan E. Nilson Lawrence Turner refers to iron pipe in North r/w fence

[18] - [19] 30 rs 136 11/1/1974 Oscar Larson M & O Timber Company survey of parcels to north of amr, possible one 
monument on map is on north line of corridor.

[19] - [20] 39 rs 12 10/1/1980 Richard B. Stipovich Blue Chip Milling & Cal-Pacific 
Mfg. Co.

(see 39 rs 11-13 above)

[19] 16 rs 103 8/1/1958 Oscar Larson Kelly McAdams & Henry 
Trobitz

Has bearing of amr corridor (McAdams trestle)

[19] 27 pm 84 9/1/1993 R.D. Hunt Henry & Mary Trobitz subdivision with "McAdams Trestle" running through 
western parcel. Map states "encumbered by 96 Deeds 
5 - 25 ft railroad right of way"

[19] 54 rs 13 1/1/1993 R.D. Hunt Wayne & Barbara Carey pictorially shows amr tracks over west corner of their 
parcel

[19] 16 pm 88 8/1/1980 Knut Syverson Felix & Eugene Hooven bearings and dimensions of corridor where it crosses 
county road near Liscomb Hill Road intersection

[20] 39 rs 129 9/1/1981 Richard B. Stipovich Cal-Pacific Mfg. Co. et al bearing and postion of RR centerline where it runs 
between the buildings

[24] 42 rs 97 2/1/1984 Oscar Larson City of Blue Lake pictorial
[26] 62 rs 55-56 4/1/2003 Oscar Larson Blue Lake Rancheria of CA precise location of amr corridor and lots of map 

references
[26] 56 rs 39 9/1/1997 Kelly-O'Hern Norman & Gaylyn Miller locates the centerline of the original 1883 corridor 

alignment
[26] 13 rs 97 1/1/1953 F.E. Kelly David E. Bean Ties to NE line of original amr corridor
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Date of Date
Instrument Agreement Recorded Grantor Grantee BOE Reference Comments

Book N Deeds, Page 337 8/24/1874 11/7/1874 George H. Tilley Union Plank Walk Rail Track & Wharf 
Co.

32' strip - 8th & H St., 125' in length from 
8th, 93' from NE corner of block

Book W Deeds, Page 551 4/30/1875 4/6/1878 John A. Biddings Union Wharf Company

10' strip - along west side of County 
road from SE corner of Biddings land (at 
the junction of the road from Kneelands 
to Town of Arcata) to the SE corner of 
Bincaz land to the north.

Book W Deeds, Page 557 4/30/1875 4/6/1878 Adam Koeppel Union Wharf Company
10' strip - 7th & J, 170' in length from 7th 
to I St. (crossing Block 129 in a SE 
fashion)

Book W Deeds, Page 562 4/30/1875 4/6/1878 George Rogers & wife Union Wharf Company
10' strip - 13 & K St. and heading north 
about 400'. Rogers had recently 
purchased the land from Wm. H. Murphy

Book W Deeds, Page 553 7/17/1876 4/6/1878 John McConaghy H. Mentz, A. Hauw & G.W.P. Yocum
(Officers of A.T.C.)

10' strip - across the east end of 
McConaghy's farm, on the west side of 
the County road about a mile north of 
Arcata

Book W Deeds, Page 555 8/21/1876 4/6/1878 T.G. O'Conner H. Mentz, A. Hauw & G.W.P. Yocum
(Officers of A.T.C.)

10' strip - from SE corner of O'Conner's 
farm (Christensen Ranch co-owned with 
Isaac Minor) on west side of County 
Road about a mile north of Arcata, along 
the east line of O'Conner's land to the 
point where the RR intersects the 
County road

Book W Deeds, Page 559 4/29/1876 4/6/1878 F. Bincaz (Frank) H. Mentz, A. Hauw & G.W.P. Yocum
(Officers of A.T.C.)

land on the east side of his property 
decribed in two pieces and in reference 
to the County road - 1/2 mile north of 
Arcata, Bincaz land adjacent to north 
line of Billings land

Book W Deeds, Page 564 3/24/1876 4/6/1878 Louis Chevret H. Mentz, A. Hauw & G.W.P. Yocum
(Officers of A.T.C.)

10' strip - along east side of Chevret's 
farm, 1/2 mile north from Arcata, from 
SE corner of farm near the foot of 
'Preston Hill' running northerly along 
west side of meandering County road to 
NW corner of farm

Book W Deeds, Page 567 4/3/1876 4/6/1878 Joseph Nellist H. Mentz, A. Hauw & G.W.P. Yocum
(Officers of A.T.C.)

10' strip - near Dolly Varden Mill, starting 
near the NE corner of Nellest's land and 
heading W and SW towards town

Book W Deeds, Page 570 1/6/1876 4/6/1878 Elias Sharp H. Mentz, A. Hauw & G.W.P. Yocum
(Officers of A.T.C.)

20' strip (approx.) - from 4th St. running 
southerly to north line of land of Bryon 
Deming, line as occupied by RR 
between existing fencing in Jan. 1876

Book W Deeds, Page 572 12/28/1877 4/6/1878 Jasper K. Janes Arcata Transportation Company BOE Map 803-12-12 
Parcel 1

strip of land, no width given - from Nw 
corner of Janes' land heading east along 
the County Rd.  towards Dolly Varden 
Mill

Book Y Deeds, Page 265 6/15/1878 12/31/1878 H. Mentz (by widow Anna and 
son Charles) Arcata Transportation Company

Block 129 (purchased by H. Mentz from 
C.B. Stone on 3/15/1875 on behalf of 
ATC with ATC money) Book P of Deeds, 
Page 468

Book Y Deeds, Page 267 6/15/1878 12/31/1878
H. Mentz (by widow Anna and 
son Charles), A. Hauw & G.W.P. 
Yocum
(Officers of A.T.C.)

Arcata Transportation Company
All real and personal property of the 
Union Plank Walk Rail Track & Wharf 
Co. sold to these gentlemen in August, 
1874

Book 8 Deeds, Page 127 5/13/1878 3/26/1883 James A. Boutelle Arcata Transportation Company
12' strip - On west side and adjoining 
County Rd. from NE corner of Martha 
Rodgers' land running north 745' (end of 
Boutell land?)

Book 1 Deeds, Page 651 9/18/1880 10/5/1880 Samuel McCurdy Arcata Transportation Company

10' strip - on the west line of the County 
road, over the narrow strip owned by 
McCurdy a mile north of Arcata, west of 
County road, east of Chevrets Farm, 
south of lane leading from County road 
to C. Nelson's house

Book 3 Deeds, Page 223 6/13/1881 6/15/1881 John Chapman Arcata Transportation Company

40 acres - NE1/4 of NE1/4 S16 6N1E 
(Index [3] of this project). Deed in Table 
1 suggests ATC sold this parcel to 
Tilley, who then conveyed the r/w to 
AMMRC

Book 3 Deeds, Page 314 6/1/1881 7/12/1881 Thomas Flynn Arcata Transportation Company BOE Map 803-12-12 
Parcels 2 & 3

15' strip - Beginning on the property line 
between Janes & Flynn, 80' east of the 
county road, running northeasterly to the 
north line of S21 6N1E

Book 3 Deeds, Page 316 6/29/1881 7/12/1881 William Hutchinson Arcata Transportation Company BOE Map 803-12-12 
Parcel 4

20' strip - over the SE corner of the 
NE1/4 of SW1/4 S16 6N1E

Book 3 Deeds, Page 318 7/7/1881 7/12/1881 Martin Rossow Arcata Transportation Company BOE Map 803-12-12 
Parcel 4

20' strip - across the NW corner of the 
NW1/4 of SE1/4 S16 6N1E

Book 3 Deeds, Page 696 9/7/1881 10/1/1881 John L. Preston Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. BOE Map 803-12-12 
Parcel 4

20' strip - SE1/4 of SW1/4 S16 6N1E 
(south of Korblex on West End Rd)

Book 4 Deeds, Page 597 12/29/1881 1/18/1882 Arcata Transportation Company Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.

All real and personal property of the 
ATC, decribed in detail in the deed.  
Land in the town of Arcata, the wharf, 
and all right of way leading from there to 
it's terminals at the Dolly Varden and 
Jolly Giant sawmills.

Book 4 Deeds, Page 600 12/7/1881 1/13/1882 Joseph T. Janes Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. BOE Map 803-12-12 
Parcel 1

20' strip - Commencing near the Doly 
Varden saw mill running northerly along 
the east side of the county road to south 
line of land of Flynn in S21 6N1E

TABLE 3

Other Related Deeds
Arcata & Mad River Railroad Line
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TABLE 3

Other Related Deeds
Arcata & Mad River Railroad Line

Book 8 Deeds, Page 129 12/13/1882 3/26/1883 Martha Rogers Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.
piece of land or strip? - Blocks 251 & 
270 of Arcata, all land west of the 
County Rd. and East of the west RR 
fence. (between 12th and 14th St.)

Book 8 Deeds, Page 131 5/6/1882 3/26/1883 Thomas Devlin Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. piece of land - 8th & K St., 52x26x60

Book 8 Deeds, Page 438 3/31/1883 4/27/1883 Jacob Zehndner Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.

10' strip - along east line of farm, west 
side of the County Rd. (north of and 
near the town of arcata, will have to 
search records to see what farm(s) he 
owned at the time for more precise 
location)

Book 8 Deeds, Page 695 5/28/1883 5/28/1883 Patrick Larkin Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.
30' strip - north side of Mad River 1/2 
mile east of Blue Lake, from land of 
McCahans on west to land of Cutten 
and Stalder(sp) on east

Book 9 Deeds, Page 4 3/31/1883 6/14/1883 Gustave Muhlberg Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. 10' strip - diagonally across Block 151 
Arcata (between 7th/8th, J/K St.)

Book 9 Deeds, Page 21 6/18/1883 6/19/1883 William M. Scott Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. BOE Map 803-12-14B 
Parcels 4 & 5

30' strip - south side of county road 
running past Scott's house, from 
Norton's land on the west to Chartin's 
land on the east

Book 9 Deeds, Page 120 6/27/1883 6/30/1883 Chandler & Jackson Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.

30' strip - over NW corner of W1/2 
Section 33, 6N2E (in Korbel) Deed also 
grants an additional 30' r/w over 
westerly portion of same land and bridge 
crossing over the north fork of Mad 
River

Book 9 Deeds, Page 123 6/27/1883 6/30/1883 Adam Koeppie Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.
piece of land - SW and adjacent to 
railroad, Block 129 (6th/7th, I/J St.) 
125x116x170

Book 9 Deeds, Page 125 6/29/1883 6/30/1883 Daniel H. McCahan Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.
30' strip - alongside strip deeded from 
McCahan to Chandler on 8/26/1882 in 6 
Deeds 205

Book 23 Deeds, Page 345 12/31/1886 9/12/1887 Chandler, Graham, Henderson Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.
16' strip - through the lumberyard of their 
mill in the SE1/4 of NE1/4 Section 32 
6N2E, starting near the NE corner and 
ending at the lands of Tighe

Book 23 Deeds, Page 347 9/1/1887 9/12/1887 Humboldt Lumber Mill Company Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.

35' strip - from east line of land of Larkin 
to mill yard of Hum. Lumber Mill.
35' strip - for a switch from mainline 
railroad near Picnic Grounds running 
southerly and across the North Fork of 
Mad River to the lands of Chandler.
Piece of land - from existing roundhouse 
450' east to bed of North Fork of Mad 
River, 225' wide on each side of that 
centerline

Book 27 Deeds, Page 154 7/23/1888 7/28/1888 Arcata Mill & Lumber Company Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. 20' r/w - NW1/4 SW1/4 Section 2, 6N1E 
(near west end of West End Rd.)

Book 29 Deeds, Page 460 2/1/1889 2/8/1889 Clement Chartin Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. land around the corridor and Railroad 
Ave in Blue Lake

Book 43 Deeds, Page 562 6/20/1891 9/30/1892 Vaclav Zaruba Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. BOE Map 803-12-13F 
Parcel 3

piece of land, associated with APN 504-
131-004, located on Glendale side of 
bridge.
Property appears to have been sold -- 
undetermined if easement was retained.

Book 136 Deeds, Page 234 10/19/1916 12/26/1916
Elizabeth Messer (formerly 
Sharp), Herman Sharp, John E. 
Sharp

Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. 3 pieces of land - all situated in the 
vicinity of 5th/6th, H/I St. Arcata

931 O.R. 58 7/26/1967 8/9/1967
Ray D. Wolf (Guardian of Estate 
for Barbara Wolf selling 
undivided half-interest)

Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. BOE Map 803-12-13D 
Parcels 1 & 2

piece of land in {17] & [18], adjacent to 
south line of corridor, APN 516-151-008

Also a 30' r/w from the corridor straight 
up to Glendale Drive (east 30' of APN 
516-151-004)

931 O.R. 60 7/28/1967 8/9/1967
Leonard F. Wolf (Assuming he 
owns the other 1/2 interest, 
same property as above)

Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. BOE Map 803-12-13D 
Parcels 1 & 2 (same as above)

962 O.R. 480 5/13/1968 5/29/1968 Frank P & Maria Toste Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. BOE Map 803-12-12A 
Parcels 1, 2, 3

piece of land - most of [1], minus land 
already granted to the state highway on 
the west side

962 O.R. 484 5/11/1968 5/29/1968 O.N. & Genevieve Kuntz Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co. BOE Map 803-12-12A & B 
Parcel 4

a piece of land adjacent to the AMRRC 
corridor on the south line of the NW1/4 
NE1/4 Section 16 6N1E for spur into 
property in SW1/4 NE1/4 same Section 
(see BOE map which also shows NWP 
interchange)

1329 O.R. 483 2/18/1976 2/24/1976 Genevieve Kuntz Mad River Hardwood Company BOE Map 803-12-12 
Parcel 5

This deed does a good job of outlining 
the different railroad encumbrances over 
[2] & [3]  (listed as exceptions to the 
land that she is selling to MRHC)
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[ 1 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1881) Books 3 of Deeds, Page 694 - Falor (20’) 
 
 
 

Maps 
23 PM 27 
11 PM 64 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 507, Page 25 

 
Original Patent 

State of California, 11/1/1855 (BLM# CACAAA 200000 AC) 













[ 2 ] – [ 3 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1881) Book 4 of Deeds, Page 595 - Tilley (20’) 
(1968) Book 962 of Official Records, Page 484 - Kuntz (land) 

 
 
 

Maps 
22 RS 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 507, Page 38 

 
Original Patent 

State of California, 11/1/1855 (BLM# CACAAA 200000 AC) 















 [ 4 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1881) Deed missing / AMRRC won court case / Court record is missing 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
14 RS 127 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 504, Page 20 

 
Original Patent 

Robert R. Roberts, 11/1/1860 (BLM# CACAAA 140103) 







[ 5 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1881) No deed of record 
(1895) Book 56 of Deeds, Page 42 - Anger (60’) 

(1912) Book 120 of Deeds, Page 153 – Carlson (60’) 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
52 RS 126 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

AP Map 
Book 504, Page 20 

 
Original Patent 

Alexander M. Preston, 12/1/1869 (BLM# CACAAA 140201) 











[ 6 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1881) Book 4 of Deeds, Page 349 - Webster (10’) 
(1888) Book 25 of Deeds, Page 218 - Webster (30’) 

 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
19 RS 88 
10 PM 64 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 504, Page 20 

 
Original Patent 

Alexander M. Preston, 4/5/1871 (BLM# CACAAA 140253) 























[ 7 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1881) Book 3 of Deeds, Page 319 - Warren (20’) 
(1917) Book 137 of Deeds, Page 384 - Johnson (irr.) 

 
 
 

Maps 
19 RS 80 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Page 27 

 
Original Patent 

John P. Warren, 4/22/1874 (BLM# CACAAA 140313) 















[ 8 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1881) Book 3 of Deeds, Page 319 - Warren (20’) 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
20 RS 30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Page 26 

 
Original Patent 

John P. Warren, 4/22/1874 (BLM# CACAAA 140313) 







[ 9 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1881) Book 3 of Deeds, Page 319 - Warren (20’) 
(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 444 - Warren (33’) 

(1911) Book 115 of Deeds, Page 361 - Warren (33’) 
 
 

Maps 
20 RS 30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Page 26 

 
Original Patent 

John P. Warren, 4/22/1874 (BLM# CACAAA 140313) 













[ 10 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 444 - Warren (33’) 
(1907) Book 100 Deeds, Page 101 - Warren (33’) 

(1911) Book 115 Deeds, Page 361 - Warren (33’, corr. of 1907) 
 
 

Maps 
2 PM 148 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Page 35 

 
Original Patent 

John P. Warren, 4/22/1874 (BLM# CACAAA 140313) 









[ 11 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 433 - Vance (33’) 
(1911) Book 115 Deeds, Page 184 - Vance (33’) 

 
 
 

Maps 
5 RS 55 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Page 25 

 
Original Patent 

John Vance, 3/25/1871 (BLM# CACAAA 140251) 













[ 12 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 433 - Vance (33’) 
 (1911) Book 115 Deeds, Page 184 - Vance (33’) 

(1914) Book 125 of Deeds, Page 451 - Waggoner (irr.) 
 

Maps 
5 RS 55 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Page 25 
Book 504, Page 13 

 
Original Patent 

John Vance, 3/25/1871 (BLM# CACAAA 140251) 







[ 13 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 126 of Deeds, Page 303 - Murphy (var.) 
(1914) Book 126 of Deeds, Page 327 - Wood (var.) 
(1914) Book 128 of Deeds, Page 451 - Wood (irr.) 

(1914) Book 125 of Deeds, Page 451 - Waggoner (irr.) 
 

Maps 
22 RS 85 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Page 24 

 
Original Patent 

William Murphy, 4/5/1871 (BLM# CACAAA 140252) 





















[ 14 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 433 - Vance (33’) 
(1883) Book 126 of Deeds, Page 303 - Murphy (var.) 

(1911) Book 115 Deeds, Page 184 - Vance (33’) 
(1914) Book 125 of Deeds, Page 451 - Waggoner (irr.) 

 
Maps 
5 RS 55 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 504, Page 12 

 
Original Patent 

William R. Lindsey, 11/1/1860 (BLM# CACAAA 140087) 





[ 15 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 126 of Deeds, Page 303 - Murphy (var.) 
(1891) Book 43 of Deeds, Page 562 - Zaruba (irr.) 

(1914) Book 125 of Deeds, Page 451 - Waggoner (irr.) 
 
 

Maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 504, Page 13 

 
Original Patent 

William Murphy, 8/10/1872 (BLM# CACAAA 140304) 











[ 16 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 699 - Norton (25’) 
(1926) Book 175 of Deeds, Page 455 - Swanson (12’) 

 
 
 

Maps 
27 RS 55 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Page 10 

 
Original Patent 

George H. Hall, 11/10/1860 (BLM# CACAAA 140105) 













[ 17 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 699 - Norton (25’) 
 
 
 

Maps 
11 RS 176 
39 RS 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Pages 11 & 15 

 
Original Patent 

George H. Hall, 11/1/1860 (BLM# CACAAA 140350) 











[ 18 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 699 - Norton (25’) 
 
 
 

Maps 
39 RS 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Pages 15 & 12 

 
Original Patent 

Hannah J. Lutz, 8/1/1872 (BLM# CACAAA 140302) 







[ 19 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 699 - Norton (25’) 
(1906) Book 96 of Deeds, Page 5 - Lugenbeel (25’) 

(1906) Book 96 of Deeds, Page 4 - Kern (25’) 
 
 

Maps 
30 RS 136 
27 PM 84 
54 RS 13 
16 PM 88 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Pages 12 & 13 

 
Original Patent 

Hannah J. Lutz, 8/1/1872 (BLM# CACAAA 140302) 



















[ 20 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 699 - Norton (25’) 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
39 RS 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 516, Page 14 

 
Original Patent 

Samuel G. Robinson, 11/1/1860 (BLM# CACAAA 140362) 







[ 21 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 697 - Stewart (30’) 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 312, Page 8 

 
Original Patent 

Samuel Boman, 6/15/1877 (BLM# CACAAA 141275) 









[ 22 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 699 - Norton (25’) 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 312, Page 8 

 
Original Patent 

Almonzo Norton, 8/30/1875 (BLM# CACAAA 140970) 





[ 23 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 699 - Norton (25’) 
(1964) Book 788 of Official Records, Page 129 - State of California 

 
 
 

Maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 312, Page 9 

 
Original Patent 

Almonzo Norton, 8/30/1875 (BLM# CACAAA 140970) 

















[ 24 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 699 - Norton (25’) 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
42 RS 97 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 312, Page 10 

 
Original Patent 

Almonzo Norton, 8/30/1875 (BLM# CACAAA 140970) 







[ 25 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 699 - Norton (25’) 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 312, Page 10 

 
Original Patent 

Almonzo Norton, 8/30/1875 (BLM# CACAAA 140970) 





[ 26 ] 

 
Deeds 

(1883) Book 8 of Deeds, Page 693 - Chartin (30’) 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
62 RS 56 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP Map 
Book 312, Page 11 

 
Original Patent 

Clement Chartin, 10/19/1881 (BLM# CACAAA 141395) 











ATTACHMENT 2 
 

Historical Maps 
Preliminary Surveying Analysis of Railroad Right-of-Way 

 
Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.  

Arcata to Blue Lake 
 

Source Date Map Reference Description 
Stanley Forbes 1886 - Official map of Humboldt County

Belcher and Crane 1895 Belcher & Crane 
Examination of Title 

No. 479 

Map showing right of way for 
John Vance’s Mad River 

Railroad, A-803 

Lentell 1898  Map of Humboldt County 

Belcher 1903 (with 
annotations 

added after 1912) 

 Map showing property and line of 
the Arcata & Mad River Railroad 

Denny 1911  Map of Humboldt County 

US Army Corps. of 
Engineers 

Surveyed c. 1916, 
compiled 1922 

California Eureka 
Quadrangle 

Controlled Reconnaissance Map 

Belcher 1921-1922  Atlas of Humboldt County 
(Sheet 7) 

Borden, in Western 
Railroader 

1954  Map of Arcata & Mad River 
Railroad 

Borden, in Western 
Railroader 

1965  Map of Arcata & Mad River 
Railroad 

State Board of 
Equalization 

Periodically 
updated, 1916 
through early 

1970s 

V-4, sheet 13 Land Identification Map 
Right of Way and Track Map, 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad 

Company 

Nov. 1961 803-12-12 

Nov. 1968 803-12-12A 

Dec. 1978 803-12-12B 

Nov. 1961 803-12-13 

Nov. 1961 803-12-13A 

Feb. 1964 803-12-13B 

Nov. 1967 803-12-13D 

Nov. 1961 803-12-14 

State Board of 
Equalization 

March 1965 803-12-14B 

Land Identification Maps 
Arcata & Mad River Railroad 

Humboldt Bay 
Municipal Water 
District 

1961 Book 19 of Surveys, 
Pages 35 & 80 

Record of Survey 

California State 
Highway Control Map 

1964 Book 21 of Surveys, 
Pages 70 & 71 

Control Line Survey Between 
Mad River and Blue Lake  



Justin
Typewritten Text
(Forbes, 1886)





Justin
Typewritten Text
(Lentell, 1898)





Justin
Typewritten Text
(Denny, 1911)





Justin
Typewritten Text
(Belcher, 1921-22)



































ATTACHMENT 3 
 

Other Reference Documents 
 

Preliminary Surveying Analysis of Railroad Right-of-Way 
 

Arcata & Mad River Railroad Co.  
Arcata to Blue Lake 

 
Source Date Reference Description 

F.E. Herrick (Humboldt 
County Surveyor Office) 

1881 Book 28 Cover and sample page from 
County Surveyor’s collection 

of Herrick field books 

Daily Humboldt Times December 
20, 1881 

- Report of judge’s decision in 
right-of-way dispute between 

Arcata and Mad River 
Railroad Company and John 

Vance 

Humboldt County 
Courthouse, Plaintiff’s 
General Index, 
Microfilm Reel 

May 15, 
1956 

Civil Index 
Microfilm Reel 1 

(Index) 

Index of Civil cases by date 
(use to find case numbers) 

Humboldt County 
Courthouse 

May 15, 
1956 

Civil Index, 
Microfilm Reel 9 
(Cases 207-233) 

Entry for Case #225 
(“missing”) 

North Coast Railroad 
Authority 

August 13, 
2008 

Resolution 2008-11 Resolution of the NCRA 
Board in the matter of 

recognizing the Arcata and 
Mad River Railroad as being 
appropriate for multi-modal 

transportation use 
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