
Minutes from Eureka SRTS Task Force Meeting 
September 20, 2017    10am – 11am 

Eureka City Schools District Office, Room 114 
 
Task Force Members Present 
Jenny Weiss - Redwood Community Action Agency (RCAA) 
Mellody Mallick – Humboldt County DHHS Public Health 
Elaine Hogan – Humboldt County DHHS Public Health 
Areli Cupp – Humboldt County DHHS Public Health 
Dan Pierce – Eureka City Schools 
Scott Ellsmore – City of Eureka 
Kristi Puzz – Grant Elementary School Principal 
Taylin Titus - North Coast Schools’ Insurance Group 
Debbie Hart– Washington Elementary School parent 
 
May Meeting Minutes:  Approved 
 
International Walk to School Day Planning & Coordination 

Alice Birney, Grant and Lafayette Elementary Schools will participate.  Students, parents and 
staff will meet at a remote drop-off site and walk to school.  All have registered their schools’ 
participation at walkbiketoschool.org.  Grant Elementary will do a robo-call, send out flyers, 
Facebook announcements, and have the school bus stop at the remote drop-off site.  
Washington Elementary has plans to participate but hasn’t sent out details to parents yet or 
registered their event. Debbie Hart will follow up and volunteer.  Zane already has a lot of 
students walking to school so they will put up posters and promote the event in the student 
bulletin so students know they are part of an international movement. 

 

National School Bus Safety Week Planning 

Dan Pierce is planning expectation stations and bus demonstrations for the second week of 
October when ridership stabilizes.  Students will be shown the rules of riding the bus, how to 
safely exit during an emergency and what to do if something happens to the driver. 

 

Eureka North/South Multimodal Corridor Project Update 

The City of Eureka received a sustainable communities planning grant through CalTrans in order 
to look at H & I Streets in Eureka as well as other parallel streets.  There will be outreach to the 
public in order to assess multimodal transportation needs.  A consulting engineering firm has 
been hired to come up with designs based on public input.  Public workshops and walking 
tours/audits are scheduled for October 2, 3, 4 and will also involve Eureka High School students.  
These planning sessions and designs will lay the ground work for future funding to make 



infrastructure changes possibly through funding from the Active Transportation Program or the 
Highway Safety Improvement Program. 

 

School/District/Organization/Jurisdiction Report Out 

Marshall Family Resource Center Bike Rodeo 
• Great turnout this year, many agencies participated: Public Health, RCAA’s TOOTH 

program, Revolution Bicycles, among others.  There were free helmets, a skills course 
and raffle among other activities.  Helpful feedback was received that this event could 
be combined with the Jefferson Safety Fair, which hasn’t traditionally had great 
attendance, but could join forces with the bike rodeo to have a greater impact. 

 
Zane Leadership Class Project through the Redwood Mobility Education Program 

• Final year of 3 year grant.  1st year worked with the leadership class at Zane to conduct a 
walk audit, 2nd year photovoice projects focused on neighborhood neglect as a main 
reason students don’t feel comfortable walking & biking.  This year the leadership class 
will be working with the art class to create a “Falcon Flyway” route and defining image 
that could be hung on houses and businesses using banners, decals, stickers, etc. to 
mark the safe route and increase community awareness that there are students 
walking/biking in this area.  The image could also be painted on utility boxes, with city 
approval. 

 
Speed Reduced in school zones throughout the City of Eureka 

• The Eureka City Council recently passed an AB321 ordinance, limiting speed limits to 15 
MPH in certain school zones throughout the city.  Over the next month there will be 
information in the city newsletter and other publications to inform the public about this 
change.  EPD will also hopefully be providing increased enforcement when the new 
speed limit signs first go up.  

 
Grant Elementary School 

• Principal Kristi Puzz reports that they are still working on training parents to pull all the 
way forward and not get out of their cars during pickup & drop-off.  Jenny suggests 
getting support from AAA as they have a Safety Patrol Valet Program that trains 
students to be leaders and help with this by being curbside valets who open car doors 
and help kids get out efficiently. 

• Kristi is now officially the representative for ECS principals and she will attend all task 
force meetings.  The principals meet weekly, so she will share the information from task 
force with them. 

 
Next Meeting Date:     
November 15, 2017 
10am – 11am 
Eureka City Schools District Office, Room 114 
2100 J Street, Eureka 


