
Minutes from County Wide SR2S Task Force Meeting 
October 19, 2016 10am – 11am 
 
Task Force Members Present 

• Jenny Weiss - Redwood Community Action Agency 
• Emily Sinkhorn - Redwood Community Action Agency 
• Mellody Mallick – Humboldt County DHHS Public Health 
• Elaine Hogan – Humboldt County DHHS Public Health 
• Joan Levy – Humboldt County DHHS Public Health 
• Melanie Williams – Bikes There 
• Netra Khatri – City of Arcata 
• Beth Wylie – Fuente Nueva Charter School 
• Oona Smith – Humboldt County Association of Governments 
• DeAnn Waldvogel  - Blue Lake Union Elementary 
• Mandy Mager – City of Blue Lake 
• Taylin Titus – N. Coast Schools Insurance Group 
• Fred Johansen – Arcata resident 
• Dana Murguia – Humboldt County DHHS Public Health 
• Shoshanna – Arcata Elementary 
• Melissa Lazon – Arcata Elementary 

 
August Meeting Minutes: Typo. ‘Approve August meeting minutes (not June)’.  
 
Empowering Students and Creating Safer Routes in Arcata: A community meeting was held in 
Arcata after an attack on a 12 year old Arcata Elementary School student left parents and 
residents scared, upset, and ready to take action to create safer streets. As a result, the Arcata 
Transportation Safety Committee will soon have time allotted for a Safe Routes to School 
committee to discuss specific SRTS issues and concerns. The SRTS committee is expected to begin 
in January 2018. At the Community Meeting, participants joined 3 smaller groups to discuss 
strategies including Law Enforcement and Infrastructure. Most of the participants joined the Law 
Enforcement groups. 
 
The City of Arcata also received funding through the Active Transportation Program to install 
infrastructure improvements as well as to establish an education and encouragement program. 
The work plan submitted with the grant includes funding for pedestrian and bicycle safety 
education for students at Arcata Elementary, the development of walking maps with suggested 
routes that will include the new infrastructure installed near the school, support for Walk to 
School Day events, and an evaluation component with assistance from an HSU Kinesiology class. 
 
Arcata Elementary PTA and parents would like to see the formation of a Safety Committee with a 
community neighborhood watch element that would include City Law Enforcement, 
infrastructure, and maintenance where they can continue to have a regular dialogue to focus not 
just on pedestrian and bicycle safety but personal safety as well. Notices could be sent home with 
students about how and who to call for maintenance issues (i.e. overgrown brush). Family 
Resource Centers are also a good way to engage community members. The formation of the 



community Safety Committee will be discussed at the next Arcata Transportation Safety 
Committee meeting in November. Using the Safe Routes to School map that will be developed 
through the ATP project could be a useful tool for upkeep of trail and path maintenance and 
accessibility. To create a more robust map, there needs to be opportunities for input from those in 
the neighborhood who are aware of concerns as well as ‘safe houses’. This map could also be 
linked to neighborhood watch websites. The outreach should be specific to existing neighborhood 
and law enforcement watch programs. 
 
Walking School Buses have been discussed as a strategy for safe walking to school. WSB’s are 
generally groups of students walking to school together with an adult chaperone walking from 
‘stop’ to ‘stop’ to pick up students along the way and continue walking to school. This would 
provide more eyes on the students while educating and encouraging students to use the safest 
paths/routes.  
 
International Walk to School Day (IWTSD) Opportunities and Challenges:  The City of Arcata 
prepared for International Walk to School Day by trimming back overgrown foliage near Arcata 
elementary school. Police chief Tom Chapman joined Arcata students on the walk. They 
established a remote drop off site at Murphy’s Westwood Market and walked to school from 
there. Students, teachers and parents from Pacific Union Elementary School also met at Murphy’s 
Market to walk to school. Fuente Nueva Charter School encouraged students to walk at school 
before school on campus to promote physical activity in a safe environment.  
 
Eureka City Schools elementary schools all participated in IWTSD. Approximately 68 Lafayette 
Elementary students walked to school with the majority walking from the Sacred Heart Church 
remote drop off location. Alice Birney students walked from Winco, Washington students walked 
from Safeway, and Grant Elementary students walked from Joann Fabric on Tuesday due to 
trashcans on the sidewalks on Wednesdays.  
Announcements:  

• Fuente Nueva Charter School addressed the number of vehicles traveling at high speeds on 
Foster Avenue and has asked the Board of Supervisors to reduce the speed limit to 25 
miles per hour. Fuente Nueva is located on the border of City (of Arcata) and County 
jurisdictions. Foster Avenue falls within the County’s jurisdiction. They will also expand the 
school zone from 500 to 1000 feet under AB321 the Safer Schools Act of 2008. The City of 
Arcata will be looking into enacting AB321 by resolution and reducing speed limits at all 
eligible schools to 15 miles per hour and expanding school zones from 500 to 1000 feet. 

• Road improvement funding is available if County Measure U passes in November. The 
measure would create an additional sales tax in Humboldt County for road improvements 
that could include pedestrian and bicycle improvements. 

• HCAOG is updating SRTS inventories that were created in 2012 for the SRTS Prioritization 
Tool project. Concerns and successes of local schools will be summarized and available on 
the HCAOG SRTS website.  

 
Next Meeting Date:  December 14, 2016 at 10 am at the Community Wellness Center 
 


